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It is with great sadness that we notify members and stakeholders of the National Science
and Technology Forum (NSTF) of the untimely passing of Dr Xolani Humphrey
Mkhwanazi on 4 January 2020. He passed away after a short illness in hospital in
Johannesburg. Dr Mkhwanazi was the first Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the NSTF
after its formation in 1995, and he established the NSTF flagship project, the NSTFSouth32 Awards (South32 is the co-branding sponsor of the NSTF Awards).
NSTF Ukhozi Award Winner: On the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the NSTF
Awards in 2018, Dr Mkhwanazi was the first recipient of the NSTF Ukhozi Award (Ukhozi
means eagle in isiZulu). The Ukhozi Award was in recognition of his essential
contribution to the NSTF and the NSTF Awards.
His significant influence was seen in numerous ways:
His contribution as the first CEO of the NSTF
The role he played in establishing, growing, and maintaining the NSTF Awards
The key role he played in industry in South Africa, and thus in promoting technology,
as well as the science and engineering skills pipeline
The inspiration he brought as a role model for the youth
His scientific qualifications and experience in research institutions
His role in establishing and strengthening institutions and companies in South Africa
The memorial service will be held on Thursday 9 January 2020 at the Groenkloof
Auditorium, University of Pretoria, Groenkloof Campus from 13:00-17:00.
The NSTF extends its deepest condolences to his wife, children and family, and mourns
this great loss. For any enquiries, contact the NSTF office at enquiries@nstf.org.za or
call Tel: +27 (0)12 841-3987.

